[Surgical anatomy of the external branch of the superior laryngeal nerve: clinical-anatomical investigation].
On the basis of an anatomical (60 observations) and clinical material (160 patients with different diseases of the thyroid gland) the authors specified topography of the external branch of the superior laryngeal nerve, proposed supplements to the classification of variants of its passage, estimated the risk of traumatizing this structure during operation, determined the zone of most probable injury. Anatomical substantiation is given to the places of most convenient ligation of the main branches of the superior thyroid vessels.